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To be a welcoming diverse congregation that values spiritual growth and service to the local and world community.
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UUA.ORG Mission Statement
“We believe that faith is a journey we take together…education takes a lifetime. It happens both within and beyond congregational wall. We support one another as individuals, families, and communities in an ongoing search for truth and meaning…


UUA promotes and affirms seven Principles grounded in the humanistic teachings of the world’s religions-
1. The inherent worth ad dignity of every
     person.
2. Justice, equity and compassion in human
     relations.
3. Acceptance of one another and 
     encouragement to spiritual growth in our 
     congregations.
4. A free and responsible search for meaning
    and truth. 
5. The right of conscience and the use of the 
     democratic process within our 
     congregations and in society at large.
6. The goal of world community with peace, 
     liberty, and justice for all.
7. Respect for the interdependent web of all 
     existence of which we are a part.






       FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
            AND EDIFICATION

BOARD NOTES
We are very happy to announce that our building is now open after 15 very long months of being closed due to the Covid-19 virus pandemic. Members, friends and groups 
who want to use the building are free to do so but there are some limitations we must observe:
* Following CDC and NYS protocols, vaccinated people do not need to wear a mask but unvaccinated people and those under the age of 12 must still wear a mask, use hand sanitizer and maintain social distancing. Please feel free to continue to wear a mask if it makes you more comfortable. Your comfort is our primary concern.
*Groups using the church may meet by following the same guidelines plus their group’s specific protocols.
*All surfaces must be wiped clean using the provided disinfectant wipes before leaving the building.
In person services will resume on Sunday, August 1, 2021 using these guidelines.

If you would like to attend a service from another church during July here are some alternatives.

May Memorial, First Universalist of Syracuse and UU of Utica are sharing many of their summer services. https://mmuus.org/worship/upcoming-worship-services/

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Utica also has a U-Tube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKLMitxTeHx4OUyAR6hIzVg 








Other options are Third Unitarian Church of Chicago. https://www.thirdunitarianchurch.org/new-page-1

UUA’s Church of the Larger Fellowship  https://www.questformeaning.org/worship/


EVENTS CALENDAR
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      Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday July 16th 1:30-6:30 p.m.

The American Red cross is experiencing a severe blood storage as the number of trauma cases, organ transplants and elective surgeries rise and deplete the nation’s blood inventory. You will have an opportunity to help at our Red Cross blood drive on Friday, July 16th from 1:30-6:30 p.m. As a thank you to all donors who give, you have a chance to win gas for a year, a $5,000 value!

This drive will be held at the Baptist Church at 701 Main Street. It is highly encouraged that you schedule an appointment, but walk-ins may be welcome if all appointments do not fill. You can schedule an appointment by visiting redcrosblood.org or calling 1-800-RED CROSS.
If you can help by volunteering at the blood drive please contact me at dartfrog777@aol.com
Thank you,
Ellen LaPine
Social Justice Committee



Planning Meeting (in-person) – 9am on Monday,    
                                                                July 12, 2021 
Board Meeting – Sunday, September 5, 2021
There is no Book Club in July & August





REFLECTIONS (formerly Ministerial Musing)
   
 WHAT IS MULTICULTURALISM
(This definition was developed for the Strategic Review of Professional Ministry Report, a deeply important document 
that was created through the dedication of many UUA staff members. ADOPTED FOR OUR UU NEWSLETTER
Multiculturalism means nurturing a religious community where people of all races, ethnicities, and cultures see their cultural identities reflected and affirmed in every aspect of congregational life—worship, fellowship, leadership, governance, religious education, social justice, etc. Multiculturalism means that we create religious homes where encounters between people of different cultural identities intersect with Unitarian Universalism to create a fully inclusive community where, in the words of a vision statement adopted by the Unitarian Universalist Association's (UUA) Leadership Council, “all people are welcomed as blessings and the human family lives whole and reconciled. ”Multiculturalism means that one cultural identity does not dominate all other identities; that people are able to participate in their faith community without denying or hiding their cultural identities, that the role of cultural identity is part of pastoral and prophetic ministry; and that leaders have the competency to understand how their multiple identities and socialization influence their values, attitudes, beliefs, behaviors, and interactions with others.
 Multiculturalism means:
· We welcome each other into shared community just as we are;
· We welcome the many ways that people define, express, and experience the Holy and respect what is considered sacred in our diverse cultures;
· We understand public witness and all social justice work as ministry in partnership with communities to make the world more compassionate, equitable and just—a place that is safe, nurturing, supportive, and fair for all people;
· We support communities and individuals in their search for truth and meaning—and a sense of aliveness—in their quest to make a positive difference in the world;
· We offer mutual aid and comfort through life’s challenges in ways that meet everyone’s cultural, as well as personal, needs;
· We recognize that there are many cultural languages (words, symbols, acts) that manifest in worship, fellowship, pastoral care.
GREEN MINUTE                                                                      

Most of the damage to our environment stems from consumption: what we consume, how much we consume, and how often.                        Whether it’s gas, food, clothing, cars, furniture, water, toys, electronics, knick-knacks or other goods, we are all consumers. The key is not to stop consuming, but to start being mindful of our consumption habits and how each purchase or action affects the ecosystem.                      Here are 12 ways you can start to protect the environment today: 
1. Consume less
2. Compost
3. Choose reusable over single-use
4. Upcycle more
5. Recycle properly
6. Shop secondhand
7. Buy local
8. Use fewer chemicals
9. Walk, bike, carpool
10. Use less water
11. Use your purchasing power for good
12. Conserve electricity


SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

A donation of $220 was made to Pure Water for the World on June 30.
I plan to continue collecting "for deposit" cans and bottles
and accepting monetary donations for contributions each June and December. 
Starting in August we'll return to coins in the collection plate for PW4W.
There is a highway pickup @10am on July 12th 
Please contact me if you'd like to help.
You'll need to wear old shoes, old clothes, and gloves.
There is no book club for July and August.
Join this committee anytime and support our events.
Nancy Hallock

EDUCATION FOR YOUTH & ADULTS

So many things have happened and so many memories made in the past year and a half. 
Beginning in August, RE will be meeting again.
 We will catch up on what we have been up to 
and enjoying some outdoor Summer fun. 
See you all again soon. 
Ronna 





          READING SUGGESTIONS 
FOR SUMMER RELAXATION
   (FROM THE BOOK CLUB)
Fatal Inheritance by Rachel Rhys
Have you ever dreamed of suddenly inheriting a huge amount of money? In FATAL INHERITANCE by Rachel Rhys, this dream comes true for Eve Forrester. As part of her mystery inheritance, Eve must head to the French Riviera, where she starts rubbing elbows with the rich and famous. Of course, Eve’s good fortune can’t last forever, and someone wants her gone forever. 
Island Queen by Vanessa Riley
Journey to the Caribbean this summer with ISLAND QUEEN by Vanessa Riley. In this novel, you’ll learn the incredible true story of Dorothy Kirwan Thomas, a woman of color born into slavery who would later become one of the most powerful and wealthy landowners in the West Indies. Riley paints a vivid picture of the sparkling West Indies and cutthroat London drawing rooms during the mid-eighteenth century, conjuring up an ideal mental vacation. 

Florence Adler Swims Forever by Rachel Beanland
Have plans to spend a lot of time chilling by the pool this summer? Make sure you pick up FLORENCE ADLER SWIMS FOREVER by Rachel Beanland. Based on a true story and set in Atlantic City in 1934, this novel follows the Adler family as they navigate keeping secrets to protect the ones they love. While reading this family saga, perhaps you’ll be inspired by Florence to start training to swim across the English Channel as well . . . or maybe just the length of the pool.

City of Flickering Light by Juliette Fay
Do you often wish that you could go back in time and rub elbows with Charlie Chaplin or Greta Garbo? Take a long afternoon and get lost in Juliette Fay’s CITY OF FLICKERING LIGHT, set in Hollywood in the 1920s. After hopping off a moving train to escape life in a burlesque show, three friends embark on a quest to find fame and fortune. And as is the case with any grand adventure, the trio will learn more about themselves, love, and the world around them as they traverse the silent film sets.







READING LIST FROM UUA 

Unapologetic by Charlene Carruthers
This 21st-century activist’s guide to upending mainstream ideas about race, class, and gender carves out a path to collective liberation 

Please direct all newsletter items or suggestions to Lucy Stieber at lastieber@aol.com or call 7346786533.
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