        CIRCLE OF FELLOWSHIP
     Monthly Message for All Ages
               August 2021
    WELCOME BACK!

         OUR MISSION
To be a welcoming diverse congregation that values spiritual growth and service to the local and world community.

The First Universalist Society
 Of Central Square New York
3243 Fulton Street
Post Office Box 429
Central Square, NY 13036-0429
Church Phone: 315-307-3400
Email:
Website: centralsquare.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/pages/UU-Central Square

Board Officers & Trustees
Ellen LaPine – President
Janie Garlow – Vice-President
Winfield Ihlow – Recording Secretary
Marcia Burrell – Treasurer
Ann Peterson – Corresponding Secretary
Susan Woods – Registrar/Trustee
Nancy Hallock – Trustee

UUA promotes and affirms seven Principles grounded in the humanistic teachings of the world’s religions-
1. The inherent worth ad dignity of every
     person.
2. Justice, equity and compassion in human
     relations.
3. Acceptance of one another and 
     encouragement to spiritual growth in our 
     congregations.
4. A free and responsible search for meaning
    and truth. 
5. The right of conscience and the use of the 
     democratic process within our 
     congregations and in society at large.
6. The goal of world community with peace, 
     liberty, and justice for all.
7. Respect for the interdependent web of all 
     existence of which we are a part
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BOARD NOTES

We are very happy to announce that our building is now open after 15 very long months of being closed due to the Covid-19 virus pandemic. Members, friends and groups 
who want to use the building are free to do so but with the following limitations: 

* Following CDC and NYS protocols, vaccinated people do not need to wear a mask but unvaccinated people and those under the age of 12 must still wear a mask, use hand sanitizer and maintain social distancing. Please feel free to continue to wear a mask if it makes you more comfortable. Your comfort is our primary concern.
*Groups using the church may meet by following the same guidelines plus their group’s specific protocols.
*All surfaces must be wiped clean using the provided disinfectant wipes before leaving the building.









           EVENTS CALENDAR

Planning Meeting (in-person) – 9am on Monday,    
                                                                August 16, 2021 
Board Meeting – Sunday, September 5, 2021
Church Picnic – Sunday, September 12, 2021
		   At church
Rummage Sale – Saturday, October 2, 2021
           		  At church
There is no Book Club in August

SUNDAY MINISTERIAL CONVERSATIONS

Sunday, August 1st (first In-Church service)
	Reverend David Weissbard 
     “It is Good to be With One Another”	
      Communion Sunday – Rev. Abbott
Sunday , August 8th – Reverend Andrea Abbott  
    “Re-enchantment: Interaction with the
                                          Natural World”
Sunday, August 15th – Reverend Bud Adams
Sunday, August 22nd – Winfield Ihlow
     “Social Justice is not a zero-sum game”
Sunday, August 29th – Reverend Libbie Stoddard

REFLECTIONS 

UU’s have a legacy of “deeds not creeds.” Our work for a better world calls us to unexpected places as we harness love’s power to stop oppression. From grassroots community organizing to interfaith state, national, and corporate advocacy; in protest marches, prayer vigils, and press conferences; in homeless shelters and in prisons, Unitarian Universalists put our faith into action.
The escalation of economic inequality undergirds a thousand injustices, from climate change to homelessness, from mass incarceration to low-wage worker exploitation. Economic inequality also disproportionately impacts people of color. We work for justice, equity, and compassion in our relationships and systemic change in our society.







GREEN MINUTE                                                                      

Climate change is the single most serious threat facing our planet today. We must reduce carbon emissions to, or below, levels agreed to in the Paris Climate Agreement to prevent catastrophic harm. And with global energy demand expected to increase 56 percent over the next couple decades, it will be impossible to meet those emissions targets if we stick primarily with traditional fossil fuels. We need to encourage businesses and government to shift 85 percent of the world’s energy supply to non-fossil fuel sources and invest in strategies like reforestation that capture carbon emissions targets if we stick primarily with traditional fossil fuels.
  
   Individuals can help by:
* Changing to compact fluorescent or LED
   light bulbs. (Look for the Energy Star
   label.)
* Buy a fuel-efficient car 
      Drive less
      Slow down
      Get tune-ups
* Clean your heating & cooling vents
  *Change your furnace filters regularly
* Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

         SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE
*Thank you to the Highway Clean-up
   participants on 7/12: Ellen, Paul, Janet,
   Ronna, Tracy and Nancy. 
*SJC will help UUC in planning picnic
  scheduled for September 12th and the *October 2nd rummage sale. 
  We need everyone to help with the
   rummage sale. Save your stuff, it may be
   somebody else's treasure.
*A donation of $220 was made to Pure Water
  for the World on June 30.
  In August we'll return to coins in
   the collection plate for PW4W.
*There is no book club for August.
Join the SJ committee anytime and support our events.
 Submitted by Nancy Hallock
PICNIC TIME

The Annual Picnic will be held on Sunday, September 12th in the church backyard. 
 Please bring your own chair and table setting.  The UU Circle will provide hotdogs and hamburgers.  We will circulate a sign up sheet as we resume church in person on August 1st. 
 It will be good to see everyone again.
Submitted by Ann Peterson
                          UU Circle

EDUCATION FOR YOUTH & ADULTS

Beginning in August, RE will be meeting again. We will catch up on what we have been up to and enjoying some outdoor summer fun. 
See you all again soon. 
Submitted by Ronna



          READING SUGGESTIONS 
FOR SUMMER RELAXATION

“On the Clock: What Low-Wage Work Did To Me and How it Drive America Insane” 
Emily Guendelsberger
On the Clock explores the lengths that half of Americans will go to make a living, offering not only a better understanding of the modern workplace, but also surprising solutions to make work more humane. 














READING LIST FROM UUA 

Class Action The Struggle with Class in Unitarian Universalism
[bookmark: _GoBack]By UUA Commission on Appraisal (COA).
 From inSpirit: The UU Book and Gift Shop
The 2017 Commission on Appraisal report looks at the cultural and structural forces that make up class and classism in our society and their impact on Unitarian Universalism.

Beacon Press books seek to change the way readers think about fundamental issues, promoting such values as freedom of speech and thought, the importance of economic and social justice issues, religious pluralism, respect for our environment, and the importance of the arts in a civil society. Beacon has published several national bestsellers, and its books are frequently reviewed and discussed in national print and broadcast media. They are also used in university and secondary school curricula, citywide reading programs, and reading groups, and within a variety of organizational and faith-based reading programs. Beacon Press books are available wherever books are sold, including inSpirit: The UU Book and Gift Shop

Please direct all newsletter items or suggestions to Lucy Stieber at lastieber@aol.com or call            734-678-6533.
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